
 

First Grade Immersion 

Why Mandarin Chinese? 
The U.S. China relationship has grown 

immensely in the past decade. Deer Valley 

Unified School District has led the way in 

Phoenix to provide Chinese language 

instruction at the public school level. We have 

chosen Mandarin Chinese because: 

 It is the most widely spoken first 

language in the world(873 million) 

 China is  now the second largest 

economy in the world after the U.S. 

with a normal GDP of $9.87 

trillion(2010) 

 China is the second largest trade 

partner of the U.S. The U.S. did over 

$409 billion in trade with China in 

2011. 

 About 480 of the world’s top 500 

enterprises have had investments in 

China(5/2008) 

 There are approximately 57,000 U.S. 

enterprises in China 

 Knowing Mandarin prepares our 

student for college and Career 

readiness 

 DVUSD follows and implements 

AZCCRS Standards. 

  
Benefit of Early Language Immersion 

Research over the last few decades on early 

language acquisition has demonstrated that 

starting a duel language at an early age allows 

students to become more proficient in the 

language while still maintaining fluency in their 

primary language. More surprising is the 

recent research that shows the positive effects 

of duel language leaning on the development 

of the brain. Some of the finds in research 

include: 

 Bilingualism fosters the development 

of verbal and spatial abilities 

 Elementary students showed 

improved reading achievements in 

their primary language after exposure 

to a world language learning 

 4th grade students who received daily 

language instruction experienced 

greater achievement in reading, 

vocabulary, and comprehension in 

Iowa State Tests when compared to 

students with no world language 

instruction. 

 Children in a world language program 

have tended to demonstrate greater 

cognitive development, creativity, and 

divergent thinking than monolingual 

children. 

 

 

  

 

Fourth Grade Math lesson. 

Mandarin Chinese Program offers 

Various Levels of Language Instruction 

Partial Immersion at Gavilan Peak and Desert 

Sage Schools- 

 50%of the school day is in 

Mandarin(Math, Science and 

Mandarin Language) 

 K-2nd at Desert Sage 

 K-7 at Gavilan Peak 

Mandarin Special Classes are at Gavilan Peak 

and Diamond Canyon. The students in these 

classes will get 45 minutes per week of 

Mandarin Language. 

Mandarin Exploratory for 7th and 8th grade are 

at Gavilan Peak and Diamond Canyon. The 

students will get 45 minutes of daily Mandarin 

Language for a 9 week rotation 

Mandarin 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7-8/AP High School 

Classes at Boulder Creek. Mandarin 1-2 

offered at GP and DC for 8th graders to take for 

high school credit. 



 


